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'THE MERRY MONTH."
'AIL, Brrnntemis May tlint dost inspire mirth and youth;"

"May, the merry month;" "May, that mother is of
monethes glnd ;" May of the "darling buds"; May of tr.o

"welcome fWen"! The ports have certainly outdone themselves
be nire to May!

From earliest time Muy seems to have btM regarded by all Latin
and Germanic peoples as the happiest month of the year, the month
of merriment and revel. It jaunty little name, which e, ingests blithe-nea- a

and gaiety, it got from Mais, Latin goddess of fertility and
growth. From April 28 to May 2 the Kotnuns celebrated their Flo- -

relia, a feast consecrated to Flora, the flower goddesc tray ccrstumes,
dancing, dramatic performance and a distinct looaening of decomm
are known to have marked these rites. This was undoubtedly the
rnde'and bointcrons origin of the seemlier May Day festivities of
modern times.

In the Middle Agps the celebration narrowed down to the actual
first day of the month, and "bringing in the May" became a regular
apring festival. An important feature of this celebration in Medieval

fames was the beginning of our almost forgotten custom of hanging
May baskets. The young men sallied forth the night before into the
forest and brought back branches, bushes and flownra which they
plaited in streets in front of the houses of their lady lores.

Also it became usual to bring back one tall straight tree, stripped
of its boughs, which was set up in the middle of the green or market
place, painted, bedecked and beribboned, and straightway made the
centre of all the dancing and merriment. This was, of course, the
Maye Pole --that frivolous, sinful, device of the devil eo frowned up.n
by the Puritans, which the godly Deacon John Stubbs referred to as
that "stinckyng idol" about which the people leape and daunce as
the heathen did." When the Puritans got their chance they abolished
it with zeal.

A On May 1, 1661, however, after the restoration of the gay Stuart
king, the London populace showed their delight at escaping from the
gloomy square toes by erecting in a conspicuous part of tho Strand an
enormous cedar May Pole 134 feet high, covered with gilt crowns and
gorgeous paraphernalia. This May Pole of May Poles stood, one of
the sights of London, until 1717, when, having grown old and de-

cayed, it waa sold to Sir Isaac Newton, who took it down and used it
na support for his great telescope at Wanetead.

The Queen of the May waa a survival of the Roman habit of
Saving a living flower-crowne- d representative of the Goddess Flora
"dually, in later times, this was a live girl selected for her good
look, but sometimes in England and France elaborately dressed dolls
Aerved the purpose.

Milkmaids were especially given to celehrstfng the day in fan
taetic dresses, going about town with a flower-decke- d cow, and dancing
Around the animal to the sound of violin or clarinet. May Day in
Medieval England wa in fact one of the great public holidays for
all classes. '

Yet with all its reputation for fun and frolic the month of May
est regarded, even in Roman times, as an unlucky month to be mar-
ried. This was mainly because of the Lemuria or festival of the
anbappy dead, which occurred on the 9th, 11th and 15th.

We find the poet Ovid saying:
I If proverbt weigh with yea, people sop faer Vnv ft the

month to marry bod wives.

Marry la May
Repent all way

ths- - English saw has it
And in spit of Ma beauty and its promise of summer c arise

ssmstors realized that after all May is very much of a apring month
sasl that cold treachery often lurks beneath its smiles.

Chance aet a oleat
IHII Mow ee eat

It atfll sound advice as to light clothing.
Other old sayings, suoh at:

A 0014 Map eu4 a windy
stakes a fall sam and a ftae.
A hot May motet a fat church yard.
A leaky May and s Mot Juno
Koopt tho pair mon't head nnvne;

sad the Spanish proverb:
Bala la Ifay stales brood for thr MaeIs year,

II prove that May has never been all warmth and sun shine.
Celebrations of the gay month and ite opening day have, badly

fallen off since the old day of "Merrie England." It is curious to
find our own Washington Irving early the last century lamenting the t

"tho rural dance on tho croon and tho homely May Day pageant
have gradually disappeared la proportion a the peasantry have
become expensive and artificial in their pleasure and too know
ma for simple enjoyment. Hosts attempt indeed have been
mode of late ysars oy men of both lasts and learning to rally
each tho popular feeling to these standards of primitive sim-
plicity; oat the tisss has gone by the feeling hat become
chilled by habit of gain and traffic the country apet the
manners and amusements of the town, and little it heard of
May Day at present encept from the lamentations of authors,
who siah after it from among the brick walls of the rtfj."

Must all times sigh for the "old times" ?
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Letters from the People
"Special OSBatet."

TeCas gutter at Tee sweats Worn
Dear air: Regarding your Able edltorl-il- s

on tha Titanic, might be well If
Sosgreas should enforce the maritime
law to prevent a repetition of such a

or by appointing a special officer
board of American transatlantic

ships, with authority act the
eofeguardlng of peaaengei and

forbidding
Is leave

,

ths

to

ports urjtll they are fitted with search-
lights. SUSaOlsel lifeboat, rafts, collapsi-
ble boats, lifebuoys und ap-
paratus lo acuommodaie all on board.
I am aure the lluuse Committee on 'Me-
rchant Marine could at once got to work
on legislation to prevent, If possible,
any more accidents due to Inadequate
aafely appliances. And If we should
lead tha way other nations would soon

Aadopt the si me precaution.
Tf.
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OK I think U will bo real nice
to Invite some friends In this
evening." eald Mrs. Jarr to

Mrs. Jenkins. "It Isn't often we have
the pleasure of an'ertalnlng you, and
I'd like you to meet some of our
friends."

"I think that would bo real sweet, ven-
tured the lady from Iast Malaria. "You
won't have them to come to dinner,
thought"

"No: HI just call up Mrs. Rangle and
Clara Mudrldgo-Smlr- h on the telephone
and aak them to oome over after din
ner."

"Isn't It about Ume those men tot
home?" aaked Mr.i Jenkins. "Mr. Jarr
didn't forget to tell my husband I w

taking dinner with you, did he?"
"Oh, I feel aure he told him. and he

and Mr. Jenkins may be here any min-

ute. Probably they are coming now.
Will you look out of the window for
them? I want to gU e my maid a hand
setting the table."

"I don't wish to seem too anxious
about Mr. Jenkins IVe hn1 a few jvordt
yesterday," explained Mrs. JenKlne. "A
man only Imposes on yarn If you gtv

Which?

suffragette
PARADE

STATION

"The law against peopls making s
living by feats of guesswork hits
him pretty hard."

"What la hs? A fortune teller or
a dostorl"

LtTflesEe
FYouCAK
MARCH

AJft eje

lo first, and he'd be aura l think T an.
Slvlng In if he saw me WsOshUlg forlilm."

Thlg was where Mrs. Jenkins s&a4a
mSrtako. Had aha baen lonui,,.

ssb"

the window she might hava ... vi.
Jenkins being called Into Oua'a place aa

emerged trom the aubway with therose bushes ho waa carrying home to
East Malaria by way of Harlem.

She might also have ob .fcfrv(i1 Mr
Jarr going Into Oua'a. But aa she didn't
watch sho didn't know that the two
were In the man-tra- p on the corner.
Pending their arrival, Mrs. Jarr tele-
phoned her friends.

Than the ladies sat waiting for tha
men, wtillo the dinner waited, too; aa
did Gertrude, the light-runnin- g domee-tt-

who had an engagement to go to see
tho new moving picture, "Tho Hand ofFate!" Gertrude was a moving picture

r, because Claude, her flra-in-an

beau, could get her in to aee them

flsai ' "THaB
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for nothing
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aaked Mrs. Jarr to x- -

cuae her.
"Should we telephone Mrs. Itangle and

Mrs Smith not to come?" asked Mrs.
Jenkins, nervously, s the clock struck
eight.

"What excuse can we give?" aaked
Mrs. Jarr. "And they may be bare any
moment now, and we haven't bad din-
ner. Lot us eat before they corns, and
never mind our husbands."

"I'm so angry I oouidn't touch a bite!"
declared Mm. Jenkins. "And I'll never
forgive that man Jenkins for tola aa
long aa I live'."

"We ll have to apeak to them It they
oome while visitors are here," said lira.
Jarr. "That Mrs. Itangle la the great-e- at

gossip, and aha just delights to have
something like that to talk about!"

"I wish Mr. Jarr hadn't taken Mr.
Jenkins oft somewhere. Now I'll have
to go out to Bast Malaria alonef
whined Mrs. Jenkins.

"Mr. Jarr wouldn't do ouch a thins I"
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friendthip it NOT a failure; it it the
delightful state of uncer-

tainty in the whole love-gam-

trmN9 That look of glad turprUe with vhich a girl re
ceive! a titan's proposal, after the hat spent six montht at hard labor
bringing him to it, it the feat of her life.

Don't try to bring a man't love back, becaute once Love hat been
he it fhe kind of that never "comet back."

A whole harem wouldn't keep a modern man in the houte once he
has BSSN the call of thr u iU any more than a ttrina of hot-i- t s will kceo

sfatift' hat kegfsl the toot of an automobile.

Solomon htiti time to look after teven hundred wivet, but then hi
didn't have a motor car to absorb him, nor a to attract him.

A wife rSCStSSf her greatest shock on the day that she suddenly waket
up to discover that her husband has changed from the

n for you-t- uaik-o- t er" attitude to he "You ttay-thcre- - tni-- l come back"
attitude.

Just about the time that a bachelor hat become so bitter and cynical
that life doesn't seem worth Nthtaf, a new girl comet along and he deeidet
that after all he'll pottpone marriage or suicide for a few yeart more.

This it the time of the year when a wife begint to wonder which of
the three B's she dreads most, btonda, baseball or beer gardens.

Mott men love tritely -- and too man-- tu jeis utll.
sr' as'sl
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You CANT MARCH WITH YooR
rw 1WK nivjn naiiaeangs. rJl Uli J

i

The Country Mouse Visits Her
City the Jarr Flat
She

rnfifuwtJj

lxciiccxions
Bachelor Girl

Helen Rowland

PLATONW intoxicating

cxhampton

ttenographer

By Maurice Ketten

HoBBtESKlRr.l

Cousin"

replied Mrs. Jarr, loyally. "I'm afraid
Mr. Jenkins Is keeping him. Tou aald
yew were not speaking to your husband.
It's bad enough when people quarrel
who are old enough to know bettor
without making trouble for other peo-
ple."

"Mr. Jenkins never drank a drop un-

til ha went to work In that office with
YOUR husband: ' retorted Mrs. Jenkins.

"It's too bad he should Ifave begun
than. Ha was old enough to know
better!" said Mrs. Jarr. "Fortunately.
MV husband doesn't drink."

Mrs. Jenkins glared at her hostess,
and there la no telling what she might
hava replied, but juat then the doorbell
rang. It wasn't tha missing husbands,
however. It wai Mrs. llangla and Mrs.
Mudrtdge-Bmlt-

Mrs. Rangle declared she couldn't stay
but a moment, aa Mr. Rangle waa
working late at the office that evening,
and her girl was out and ahe would
have to retusii to get supper.

"I'd let him get his own supperl I
don't believe that lata at the office'
story!" said Mrs. Jarr, s.iertly.

Mrs. Rangle was too tactful to ask
where Mr. Jarr was. She simply smiled
and aald It was a good thing not to be
too Inquisitive after one waa married.

Mrs. Mudrldge-flmlt- h wsa affability It.
self to Mrs. Jenkins. She took an atti
tude toward the wives of her husband's
employees as a wealthy and charitably
disposed woman should toward the
worthy poor. That is. she took this
attitude to all except Mrs. Jarr. Mra.

Jarr knew too much about Clara Mud- -

rtdge-ftaklt-

But the boss's bride edified the others
for some Urns by discoursing on who
was divorced, who was setting divorcee,
and who would marry each other when
various divorces In high Ufa, now under
Vay. were obtained.

"Did you hear about the uivorce
flub?" she asked. "You pay a dollar
a arts when you Join, and every week
lots are drawn to see who can secure
the jervieea of the Divorce Clubs law-

yer and the expense fund."
"Where Is this club?" asked all the

other ladles, eagerly.

Queer Signs.
ICS'S seen in Boston, according to

S the Transcript: Placard at a mov-

ing picture show: "Young children
must have parents." in a barber ehop
window: "During alterations patrons
will be shaved In the back." Sikh In a
Tremoni street store: "Empty boxes-suita- ble

for Christmas gifts." In'a tail-

or's shop: "We dye for others: why
not let Us dye for you?" In a cloth-
ing Iters: "These pants will lojk bet
ter on your legs than 011 our hands."
A silversmith has a place next door to
a reautuisnt. The former having put
up a placard, "Jewelry of all
planed," tho restaurant keeper
with this; "Oystsrs and Utile
slaw ftiaisdt ' .
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42. ALEXANDRE DUMAS, Geniu$ and Lover.
SWARTHY, sham-face- boy was hauled forth from under a shej
where hs had been hiding. He had hidden there for three days tt
avoid belna sent to a seminary to prepare htmself for the pnsse

hood. He had no distaste tor the seminary, trot his sweetness

rii. i .... , . . v . .i w- -.. hi. .nine- - thara Thus, tor the nrst es
iii. in , j uiRlur, iiau i.i i .j i 1 li in ma ri " . .

mai v,,,j ,1,.. M..inn iifa a riri influenced the career SB i.., uuiiuinj iiiucb uiuiu, Mia diiwub a-- --

Alnnnifti Untna,
Dumas was a French quadroon. His mulatto father hsA been a fenefSS

under Napoleon, and hla grandmother had teen a d San Doming

negress. The boy was brought up after his father's death In shabby gentsel

poverty. He was shaped by circumstances to be an obscure clertt or artisan,

But hs had a soul of fire and an ambition that nothing eontd satisfy. With-

out a penny, without an Influential friend, he too the world by the threat

and wrested from H not only fortune but deathless fame.
At twenty-on- e he threw over his Job aa a provincial notary's clerk sal

came to Parte to make hla fortune. He secured a Joveminent position at I25S a
year. He at once be ran to write playe. To the riant oort of hearing tor Oris

work, tbe Influence at the famcnii litterateur, Nodtor, waa needful. KsAtSff wools
not aee lilm. Puma made euoh an lm.irrTMon on Nodlere dauerliter. Marie, that
ehe Interceded for him with her father and won h'.m the opportunity ho eo iirht,

After a baffling- - Sfnt against ill luck. Dumaa began to ecorr a etic.-e-'-.i as a
playwright. In the early etagca of hie ttruggle at Tarla lie met Marie CaCicrlns
Ixboy. a aeaniatrom. wlio fell In lovo with him anU whoee Inlluonce over hl wild
nature waa for a Wme very etning. (Their ton, Alexandre DBBMS the ynungak

Love and
Fame.

wrote "Camllle" and many other powerful books and
of the gentle famotreae, Dumae gtSOSflSlSd bSf aSal

at once had a fervid but unhappy love affair with a womaa
Bf whom he epoke 11 "Melante W." and wlioe Baal rejs
tlon of him almoat broke hie heart

But Marl. Dorva), leading artreee at the Porto St. Martin Theatre, drwve
lawny tho ral jnemory. She adored Duma.. It waa largely due to aSC tiiat US

fleet aucceeeful play waa produced. And ehe waa of grent help to him in Ma
later work.

Far different waa Ida Kerrier, a pretty second rate actress w hom I ' :nas
nnarrle.1 In 1M0. He lived In mtSOJV with Ida. Biie SSjS Jeal.ms; she was extravaa
gant; ehe sSStUTiMd Mat at hla work. She would not let his ton. Alexandre, ene
4er the house. Ihimas, ulter a few turbulent PSarSi got fid of her.

Nkiw that he iud reached the aome of his fame .is B playwright, Duanas
turned to novel writing He ground out his work In systematic wiltlast
rrom i A. M. to 7 1. At,, and covering exactly twenty huge elieets of taper
day. For Instance, one day In ISM he finished "Monte Cristo" on th
sneer or his twenty pue dally task. And. without puuxlng a minute, he
up another sheet of paper, scrawled the words 'The Three Musketeers" :ior-- s the
top of It and wrote the first five, pages of that glorious book befnre ho ceaaag
from the day's toll,

"Monte Crist.." and 'The Three Musketeers" run as serlaJs In a d.illv news
paper during ISil. Dumaa thus originated the "newspaper ferial story.
day. throngs would wait 1n the street t) seize the first SOples of Iho paper
roiiow ino adventu:rs of d'Airttyrnan and Edmond Dantes.

Dumaa found hlmsrir the moat Idolized man In France. He had an Income Of
more than 160.000 a year from his writings (an almost unheard of sum In thosedays). And he rpent it like a drunken aallor. His friends helped themselves to
hta gtold pieces by the handful: He lavished fortunes on the women who ared
.ur mm. no ouui a larse tneatre. That was a failure. He built a garls'.j ca
aaaaassasaassajaaSSM

Ths
Downfall.

could not pay It.
Then hard times The Revolution IBM marred

Money short. Debts high.
iinu aiwars nervices or unknAan MllihnMt

ow, pay. he etened f,unou.i name to
SMasaM nr ... .. t-- - ... - - .' "nr ieupie written DSO brought 10 h!ui
"J"--" ma was noorted with "Dumas books" that Dutnas bag notwritten, even read. founded newspapers, then abandoned them fall.ne eeu. r rr money, stood on In a shop
come upon him.

When civil war broke Dumns sent LlrkCOllTa largemoney and a hundred a.irtoKrapned mottoes to sold tha kx lit of VtJmsoldiers' widows, even idanned to ajma her,, nmi aaaii j , .
In IK,V won the hero-worsh- ip of KmlUe. Cordlcr. o girl vounu ono-ia-- todaughter.

do me?

ana for
eet In. of

his fortunes. ran ran Tumaj
ureti trie

for his
nan and for

lam met
nor He as

uic. exhibition

our out Prrsldent urn of
bo for

lie
he

h'.s They used to go on cruises Rmtiia e'n.i . . ,.... . ...1way, addressing Dnm.-- s as "papa." In his very last Uas shortly bc:oie hladeath In 170 there was still spectacular love
To the very end Dumas the gay charm and dashing sananu-- tha

lovable.

Tiring

window,

Inaellisr

snother
retained

rm, ,a..v u, 11 jnpDiauuir. waa one ..f the worlda man whose very faults an.l Uir.. ,niv
were

I The Day's Good Storied I
bem0mm0m0mmmiiimtmmimmnim J

of eertain imfoundwl oliargss of
emenx tha oitsI csdrts st

1 .1 ...... 1 , ., . .11

old s SSSTf shout s young sailor.
"Tbs asllor, sfttr s Ions voyage, " fat aid,

"went sihore 1o ths tropin, sod It being a hot
dir. hs 0SDk, In certain troptrsl ban, too
niui-t- i lr," agya tha (.'hletao Journal.

"Aa the sailor liarehnl under bla hy load
along a ateuue. bla caitatn ballad
lilm

I

Probably Got Off.
APROPOS

WMhingV'n.

Indigcantly.
'Look litre.' ths captain said.

you srere eouiruanoer. and yr.'i met
snch condition as you're In now, what

ou to
" 'Well, sir.' aald the aaUor. 'I wouldn't on

descend to take no note e of you st all, sir.'

1

"

a

to

Obtata

rum MB

mow a s i asa

we

ba

lie
were enougH

A Willing Worker.
like Lie atmal.H

irlnrltsj Into he easl.

Bvll days

del-ae.-"

mastcra

With s htreli .he .... .i.e... .
sad MNSJbsy was like Ustitahil tbroeali ttCrash t They took off toe wheel easssal
"?,"' v..1. 'Lb" vu" Ossleslagaart

ootid by of s hair (Jiang Tbesnpss: s mUk cart. Peonee shertl eoe..t,Ki i7
potently held up ohelr bands tbe tail
--e --.ra. mm iiown snaaaer. Hof reroess ssa
two wbeets sad ttuetteUne every hllllll w5
osatniotVoa.

Vippoae - At last, after half horar'a tselng tear
in slowed up la e narrow taroiiftuVe end HsaZ

would poked bla bead out of ha window.

Eser

"I

rf

es

an
me

ire wa nearly taareT" lie aasart braatMesaly
Tbe ihsuffaur turned In his scat and ahn.itaii
"Wbess did you want to as, awf"
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Pattsrn 7423 Costume for Misses and Small Women
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belted or Huev

alan Idea Is sinsut
this season. Tills OOS
tume can be mado
available for llnon. to.
serle matorlals, taffet
and ror lightweight
wwala The skirt la
made lo two ple. ee ana
there la an inverted
Plait at each side tbas
extends to the depth o
the flounclnc. Tli utu
Wouae coatee 1s qm,,
separate and closed asthe frotst. Made wsthsquare nook and shortsleeves and of am.
broldered or oth8r ton.cy material the
IS dapted u, mSZSSg

mr and to lunoh.oniand oocartotis of
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material 27 ayard. M, 33
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inches wide with 21-- syards pt embroidery y
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Pattern Wo. 7453
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